
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Musings on the Vine
A Collection of Thoughts, Suggestions and Opinions about Wine 

Feature: Loire 
Valley - Revisited 
A few years ago, in Musings Newsletter Volume 2, No. 4, I featured the Loire region 
of France.  I’m not going to go into detail about the particulars of the Loire.  For 
that you can refer back to my previous edition.  Today, I’m merely going to sing the 
praises of this highly underrated region and point you to some really terrific wines 
that are also really good values.  The following are all available in the 
Massachusetts area. 
 
When I’m buying Loire wine, I tend to visit my friends at the Wine & Cheese Cask in 
Somerville.  They have an impressive array of Loire wines, many of which are really 
inexpensive.  All of the following are available there now. 

In the August 31, 2006 
edition of the Wine 
Spectator there is a 
report on wineries in 
America.  According to 
the Spectator, there are 
now 4,280 wineries 
spread across all fifty of 
the United States.  This is 
up from 579 in 1975 – 
pretty exciting, if you ask 
me!  Of these 4,280, 
California holds claim to 
1,867 wineries, or 
roughly 43% - which is 
even more exciting news.  
Why? Because this means 
that there are many more 
wine destinations in the 
US that fall outside of the 
beautiful state of 
California.  Not that I 
don’t enjoy California 
(The Central Coast and 
Temecula are among my 
favorite wine spots), but I 
think it will be a lot more 
interesting discovering 
wines in other states.    
 
(continued on page 2) 
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2004 Cuvée Eden “Cuvée Vieilles Vignes” Sur Lie, 
Muscadet Sèvre et Maine ($11.99/bottle) 
Ripe, lemony nose with nice floral, yeasty hints. Medium-bodied with firm 
acidity. Crisp and refreshing – well balanced. Tight, lemony palate with light 
yeasty notes and a hint of lemongrass. Very attractive. Moderate length with 
a clean aftertaste and persistent citrus flavors. Drinking well now – not for 
aging. Great value. 

2002 Le Petit Chambord (François Cazin) “Vendages 
Manuelles”, Cour-Cheverny ($11.99/bottle) 
Composition: 70% Sauvignon Blanc; 30% Chardonnay 
 
Soft, floral nose with mineral, apple, apricot and pear hints. Medium-bodied 
with racy acidity. Crisp and clean – good balance. Citrus, lemon palate – 
fleshy with subtle pear notes – lovely. Moderate length with a clean finish. 
Very refreshing. Drinking well now – not for aging. Great value. 

White Wines 
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2004 Domaine des 
Sablonnettes “Les 
Copains d’Abord”, 
Vin de Pays du 
Jardin de la France ($9.99/bottle)
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For instance, Illinois has 
(73) local wineries, 
Kentucky has (39), 
Michigan has a whopping 
(103) and Missouri has 
(75).  The interesting thing 
about Missouri is that 
before the turn of the 20th 
century, Missouri was 
actually considered the 
area in the US with the best 
potential for making fine 
wine competitive with 
Europe.  I know where I’m 
going on my next wine 
trip… Missouri.  And I’m 
not kidding! 
 
 
 
 Cheers! Paul & Betsy 
 

2004 Henri Bourgeois “Les Bonnes Bouches”, Sancerre 
($19.99/bottle) 
Highly perfumed nose with lively citrus aromas and subtle mineral hints. 
Medium-bodied with firm acidity. Crisp and clean – well balanced. Tight, 
lemony palate with green apple and wheat grass notes. Moderate length with 
a refreshing, slightly tart finish. Very nice. Drinking well and should hold for 
another 1 to 2 years.. 
 

2004 Moulin de la Gustaie Sur Lie, Muscadet Sèvre et 
Maine ($9.99/bottle) 

Soft, floral nose with pear, citrus and mineral aromas. Light-bodied with 
racy acidity. Crisp and clean – good balance. Tight, citrus palate with dried 
apricot, lemon and wet stone notes. Short finish with persistent citrus 
aftertaste – very tart, but refreshing. Drinking well now – not for aging. 
Great value. 

Red Wines 

2004 Domaine Le Peu de la Moriette (Pichot), Vouvray 
($12.99/bottle) 

Bright, lively nose with citrus, honey and floral hints. Light-bodied with firm 
acidity. Crisp – good balance. Soft palate with lilac, lemon and light honey 
notes – very pretty. Moderate length – tight and clean finish. Drinking well 
now – not for aging. Great value. 

2004 Domaine des Sablonnettes “Les Copains d’Abord”, 
Vin de Pays du Jardin de la France ($9.99/bottle) 
 
Bright, minerally nose with floral, fresh cherry and allspice aromas – very 
pretty and approachable. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and moderate 
tannin. Good balance. Tight, slightly tart palate with sour cherry, cranberry 
and spice notes. Moderate length with black pepper and mineral flavors on 
the aftertaste. Drinking well now – should hold for another 1 to 2 years. 
Superb value. 
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"Certain 
prominent hilly 
outcrops in 
otherwise relatively 
flat country are 
known to have 
been among the 
first vineyards of 
the Gallo-Romans. 
The chalk hill of 
Sancerre is a good 
example."  
 

Hugh Johnson in 
“The Story of 

Wine” 

2004 Chateau du Hureau, Saumur-Champigny 
($14.99/bottle) 

Powerful nose, loaded with limestone and mineral aromas. Full-bodied with 
moderate acidity and supple tannin. Well balanced and deliciously smooth. 
Cherry fruit palate with mint, eucalyptus and chalk flavors – yummy. 
Moderate length with subtle black pepper and black cherry aftertaste. 
Drinking well now and should hold for another 1 to 2 years. Good value.

2002 Domaine de Bellivière “Le Rouge-Gorge”, Coteaux 
du Loir ($19.99/bottle) 

Lively, perfumed nose with loads of black pepper, anise and sweet cherry 
aromas. Light-bodied with moderate acidity and light tannin. Good balance. 
Spice and berry palate – exotic with curry-like notes. Moderate length with 
persistent black pepper and a hint of cedar. Drinking well now – not for 
aging. 

2004 Domaine de la Pépière “Cuvee Granit”, Marches 
de Bretagne Vin de Pays du Jardin de la France 
($9.99/bottle) 

A blend of Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Malbec 
 
Ripe, fresh cherry nose with wildflower, mineral and black pepper aromas. 
Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and supple tannin. Well balanced and 
easy drinking. Dark fruit core with black cherry, currant, plum and mineral 
notes – very pretty and seductive. Moderate length with black pepper and 
cedar on the aftertaste. Drinking well now – not for aging. Great value. 

2003 Domaine de la Chanteleuserie “Cuvée Alouettes”, 
Bourgueil ($14.99/bottle) 
Bright, spicy nose with fresh cherry, mineral and cedar aromas. Full-bodied 
with moderate acidity and firm, dry tannin. Well balanced. Chewy, fruit-
laden palate. Cherry, plum, eucalyptus and mineral notes. Smooth, but needs 
time. Moderate length with black pepper and subtle rose petal on the 
aftertaste. Drinking well and should improve in another 2 to 3 years. 
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2005 Vinos Piñol “Ludovicus”, Terra Alta, Spain 
($9.99/bottle) 
Composition: 35% Garnacha; 30% Tempranillo; 25% Syrah; 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon 
 
Ripe, lively nose with cherry, black pepper, allspice and floral aromas. Full-
bodied with moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Good balance – smooth. 
Dark fruit core with plum, currant and black cherry notes. Moderate length 
with persistent black cherry and black pepper on the aftertaste. Drinking 
well and should improve on another 3 to 4 years. 

Notable Potables:
The Reds 

 

The following wines 
are a few “notable 

potables” that I’ve tried 
over the last few 

months.   They’re from 
different countries, 

some are red and some 
are white, but they all 

left a distinct, favorable 
impression on me. 

 

2005 Barahonda Monastrell, Yecla, Spain ($9.99/bottle) 
Ripe, fresh nose with cherry, black pepper and plum aromas – youthful. Full-
bodied with moderate acidity and fine, supple tannin – smooth. Well 
balanced. Juicy palate with loads of black cherry, currant and plum notes. 
Moderate length with light black pepper on the aftertaste. Drinking well now 
and should improve for another 1 to 2 years. Super value. 

2003 Domaine la Soumade “Cuvee Confiance”, Rasteau, 
Cotes-du-Rhone Villages, France ($36.99/bottle) 
 Ripe, fruity nose with black currant, cherry, chocolate and floral hints – very 
seductive. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Good 
balance – youthful. Juicy, jammy palate with dense, dark fruit notes – black 
cherry, cocoa dust and tobacco leaf. Moderate length with hints of black 
pepper and allspice on the aftertaste. Needs time to smooth out, but drinking 
well – should improve with another 3 to 5 years in bottle. 
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2001 Cantina Zaccagnini Riserva, Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo, Italy ($15.99/bottle) 
Earthy nose with black cherry, forest floor, dried herbs and black pepper 
hints. Full-bodied with moderate acidity and firm, dry tannin. Good balance. 
Rustic with rich cherry and blackberry fruit on the palate – cedar, tobacco 
and mint notes. Moderate length with an almost sweet, jammy aftertaste – 
forward and modern and yet still possessive of traditional elements. Drinking 
well and should improve with another 2 to 3 years in bottle. Great value.



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2004 Quara Torrontes, Cafayate Valley, Argentina 
($7.99/bottle) 
 Lovely, tropical nose – perfumed and heady with passion fruit, papaya and 
sweet floral aromas. Medium-bodied with firm acidity. Crisp – good balance. 
Dry, lemony palate with subtle pear and guava notes – nice. Moderate length 
with a soft fruity finish. Drinking well now – not for aging. Great value. 

Notable Potables:
The Whites
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“When you taste, 
ignore the bottle, label, 
and those around you; 
concentrate instead on 

yourself and on 
forming a clear 

impression of the 
developing sensations 
conveyed by the wine. 

Close your eyes and 
use your nose, tongue 

and palate to see.” 
 

Pierre Poupon  
 

2004 Domäne Wachau “Terrassen” Gruner Vetliner 
Federspiel, Wachau, Austria ($12.99/bottle) 
Soft, citrus nose with green apple, pear and mineral hints – very pretty. 
Light-bodied with firm acidity. Good balance. Tart, lemony palate with 
grapefruit, quince and wet stone notes. Short finish with a crisp, clean 
aftertaste. Drinking well now – not for aging. Good value. 

2005 Stuart Cellars “Callista”, California ($14.00/bottle)

Soft, floral nose with lilac, apricot and pear hints. Light-bodied with 
moderate acidity. Good balance - crisp. Lemony palate - refreshing with just 
a touch of sweetness - dried cherry, grassy with peach and pear notes. 
Moderate length with a clean finish - not for aging. 

2005 Basa “Blanco”, Rueda, Spain ($9.99/bottle) 
 
 Bright, fresh, lively nose with lemon, kiwi and mineral aromas. Medium-
bodied with firm acidity. Crisp and refreshing. Good balance. Green apple, 
lemon, kiwi and grapefruit on the palate - very pretty. Moderate length with 
persistent citrus and mineral aftertaste. Drinking well now - not for aging. 
Super value.



 
 

2003 Barbera d’Asti “Ca di Pian” ($16.79/bottle (net)) 
 
Earthy nose with ripe, spicy hints of dried cherries and dried flowers – lovely. 
Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and firm, tight tannin. Well balanced. 
Smooth palate with black cherry, black pepper and allspice flavors – chewy and 
tarry. Moderate length with persistent dark fruit flavors on the aftertaste. Needs 
time to loosen up, perhaps another 3 to 4 years. Great value. 
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Desert Island Selections: 
La Spinetta Tasting 

You know the 
game where you 
pretend that you 

are stranded alone 
on a desert island 

for the rest of 
your life and you 

only get to take 
along a few 

certain things?  
Well, the 

following are 
what I’m calling 

my “desert island” 
selections.  Wines 

that I just 
couldn’t (or 

rather wouldn’t) 
live without. 

 
 

2004 Moscato d’Asti “Biancospino” ($11.19/bottle (net))

Lovely, perfumed nose with fresh peach, rose water and lychee nut aromas – 
seductive and alluring. Light-bodied with moderate acidity. Well balanced – 
frothy, crisp with a teasing hint of sweetness. Smooth palate with apricot, peach 
and pear notes – creamy and delicious. Short finish and lightly sweet. Drinking 
well now – not for aging. Superb value. 

2004 Barbera d’Asti “Ca di Pian” ($21.59/bottle (net)) 

Tight nose with light, cherry fruit and floral aromas. Medium-bodied with 
moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Well balanced. Refined palate with black 
cherry, crushed rose petal and light tar notes – elegant and pretty. Moderate 
length with lovely, seductive cherry fruit on the aftertaste. Drinking well and 
should improve with another 2 to 3 years in the bottle. Good value. 

I recently had the pleasure of attending a wonderful tasting of one of my all time favorite Piedmontese winemakers – 
La Spinetta. Obsessed with quality, La Spinetta produces wonderful wines that artfully balance tradition with 
modernity. The tasting was conducted by my friends at Gordons Fine Wines & Liquors in Waltham. Mr Giorgio Rivetti, 
La Spinetta’s wine maker was our gracious and engaging host, along with David Raines and Cheryl Lachan from 
Gordons. I heartily endorse stopping by Gordons to pick up a few of these wines – go quickly though, many are 
produced in small quantities. 
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2004 Barbera d’Asti “Bionzo” ($38.39/bottle (net)) 
 
Dense nose with fresh cherry, floral and saddle leather hints – almost perfumed. 
Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Well balanced. Dark 
fruit core with sour cherry, tar, tobacco leaf and exotic spice notes. Very complex. 
Moderate length with persistent spiciness on the aftertaste. Pretty. Drinking well 
now and should continue to improve for another 3 to 5 years. 
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“Wine is the 
product of a series 
of complex inner-

relationships, 
between man and 

nature, between 
an area and its 

community, 
between ecology 
and society. It is 

not surprising, 
therefore, that it is 

infinitely varied. 
No two wines are 

ever identical, 
wherever they are 

made, whatever 
their vintage.” 

 
Emile Peynaud in 

“The Taste of 
Wine”

2004 Langhe Nebbiolo ($20.39/bottle (net)) 

Light nose with floral and fresh cherry aromas – violets and berries – fresh. 
Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Well balanced. 
Bright, fruity palate with cherry, allspice and cedar notes. Moderate length with a 
persistent floral aftertaste – rose petals. Slightly chewy. Drinking well now and 
should continue to improve for another 1 to 2 years. Super value Nebbiolo. 

 

© 2006 by Paul J. Malagrifa 
All rights reserved. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means electronic or mechanical without permission of the author. 

2004 Barbera d’Alba “Gallina” ($38.39/bottle (net)) 
 

Light nose with orange rind, floral and allspice hints. Medium-bodied with 
moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Well balanced. Nice dark fruit core – 
chewy with black cherry, black currant, black pepper and anise notes. Moderate 
length with cocoa and bitter chocolate on the aftertaste – lovely. Drinking well 
now and should continue to improve for another 3 to 4 years.rb value. 

Ripe nose, spicy with cherry and wild flower hints – pretty. Medium-bodied with 
moderate acidity and moderate tannin. Lush palate with black cherry and plum 
notes – juicy and jammy. Moderate length with a faintly sweet aftertaste. 
Drinking well now and should continue to improve for another 3 to 4 years in 
bottle. Tasty. 

2004 “Pin” (Composition: 65% Nebbiolo; 55% 
Barbera) ($38.39/bottle (net)) 
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“Wine is one of the 
most civilized 
things  in the 

world and one of 
the natural things 

of the world that 
has been brought 

to the greatest 
perfection, and it 

offers a greater 
range for 

enjoyment and 
appreciation than 
possibly any other 

purely sensory 
thing which may 

be purchased.” 
 

Ernest Hemingway 
 

2003 Barbaresco “Gallina” ($95.99/bottle (net)) 
 

Tight nose with forest floor aromas and subtle hints of cherry, violet and 
anise – soft and restrained. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and 
moderate tannin. Good balance. Refined palate with black cherry, dried 
flower and cedar notes – earthy. Moderate length with a juicy, cherry 
aftertaste. Needs time to evolve – perhaps 5 to 7 years, easily.

2003 Barbaresco “Starderi” ($95.99/bottle (net)) 
 

Earthy, but with a touch of elegance on the nose – ripe cherry with complex, 
spicy aromas. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and moderate tannin. 
Good balance. Smooth. Juicy palate with sweet cherry and rose petal notes. 
Moderate length with a dark, blackberry jam aftertaste and persistent spicy 
notes. Drinking nicely but will benefit from more time in the bottle, perhaps 4 
to 5 years. 

2003 Barbaresco “Valeirano” ($95.99/bottle (net)) 
 

Spicy, earthy nose with lovely violets and fresh, berry aromas – highly 
complex and aromatic. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and firm, dry 
tannin. Good balance. Dark fruit core with fresh cherry, black currant, black 
pepper, wild flower and cedar notes. Smooth, but closed. Moderate length 
with a lightly spicy aftertaste. Needs time to evolve – perhaps 7 to 10 years, 
easily, or more. 

2002 Barbaresco (Normale) ($57.59/bottle (net)) 
 

Earthy, rustic nose with sour cherry, dried flower and allspice aromas. 
Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and firm, dry tannin. Good balance. 
Fresh berry palate with violets, saddle and fresh mint notes. Moderate length 
with a spicy, lively aftertaste. Drinking well and should continue to improve 
for another 3 to 5 years. 



 
 

2001 Barolo “Campe” ($100.00/bottle (net)) 
 
Tight nose with sweet cherry, violets, cedar, tobacco leaf and allspice aromas – 
pretty and seductive. Medium-bodied with moderate acidity and firm, tight tannin. 
Well balanced – smooth. Nice dark fruit core – jammy with black cherry, 
raspberry, currant and wild flower notes. Infinite complexity – wow! Long finish 
with layer upon layer of flavor. Needs time to evolve, perhaps 10 to 15 years, 
easily. 
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“If God forbade 
drinking, would he 
have made wine so 

good?” 
 

Armand Cardinal 
Richelieu 

 

Paul J. Malagrifa, CSW, CWE 
Certified Wine Educator 

Paul_Malagrifa@MusingsOnTheVine.com 


